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The American Association of Neuroscience Nurses (AANN), the American Board of Neuroscience 
Nursing (ABNN), and the Agnes Marshall Walker Foundation (AMWF) present the AANN 2017 Annual 
Report. Together we are the three pillars driving neuroscience nursing excellence. This report highlights 
our accomplishments after the 2017 Annual Meeting through the 2018 Annual Meeting and looks at 
our goals for the duration of 2018. With our strategic plan in mind, we made great strides in the areas of 
membership engagement, education, neuroscience expertise, and finance.

The 2018 AANN Annual Meeting theme, Reflections of Our Past, Visions of Our Future, has been a driving 
force for our work during the year leading up to the meeting. Led by the AANN Board of Directors, AANN 
connects, educates, and inspires nurses as leaders who influence comprehensive neuroscience health. 
We thank you for your continued support and invite you to get involved! 

Twyila D. Lay, MS RN ACNP-BC ANP-BC 
AANN President

Mona Stecker, DNP NP-BC CNRN SCRN
AMWF President

Henry Teplicki, MSN RN CNRN SCRN LNC
ABNN President

REFLECTIONS 
VISIONS OF OUR F U T U R E

2017 Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Twyila Lay, MS RN ACNP-BC ANP-BC 

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Michelle Van Demark, MSN RN CNRN

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Cindy Sullivan, MN ANP-C CNRN

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Sandra J. Brettler, MSN RN CNRN

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Mary Guanci, MSN RN CNRN SCRN

Rachel Malloy, MSN RN CNRN SCRN ANVP

Debbie Summers, MSN RN ACNS-BC CNRN SCRN FAHA

Lori Kennedy Madden, PhD RN ACNP-BC CCRN CNRN 

Christie Artuso, EdD RN CNRN SCRN FACHE FAHA 

Lynn Hundley, MSN APRN RN ANVP CCNS CNRN 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Joan Kram, MBA RN CAE FACHE
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AANN MISSION
The American Association of Neuroscience Nurses (AANN) 

connects, educates, and inspires nurses as leaders who influence 
comprehensive neuroscience health.

AANN VISION
AANN is indispensable to nurses and neuroscience health care.
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KEY INITIATIVES 
The tri-board, consisting of AANN, ABNN, 
and AMWF, focused on a key initiative this 
past year: a mentorship program.

The mentorship program was developed 
to address a shortage of mentors for 
neuroscience nurses at all levels of 
development in the nursing profession. 
The goal of this program is to provide 
neuroscience professionals the 
opportunity for mentoring in clinical, 
research, and clinician educator 
pathways and advice regarding career 
development. We completed our first 
round of mentor/mentee pairings and 
had 10 matches.

AANN also started a new Board 
Mentorship Program. This program is 
designed to provide a neuroscience staff 
nurse the opportunity to sit on the AANN 
Board of Directors as a mentee and 
nonvoting member for 1 year. The goal 
of this program is to help develop and 
support future AANN leaders by giving 
the mentee exposure to the board. For 
more information, please visit the AANN 
website. 

Another major accomplishment for AANN 
was the launch of the SCRN Review 
Course in our new learning management 
system. The online course is a self-paced 
study tool where you can earn up to 8 CE 
hours upon completion and evaluation 
of the course. Key interactive features 
include knowledge checks, correct and 
incorrect answer descriptions, and videos 

to emphasize key concepts. Learn more 
and purchase the review course in the 
AANN online store.

STRATEGIC PLAN 2016–2020

The strategic plan AANN 
implemented in 2016 is in 
line with the organization’s 
vision to connect, educate, 
and inspire nurses as 
leaders who influence 
comprehensive neuroscience 
health. AANN’s vision to 
be indispensable to nurses 
and neuroscience health 
care drives the work of the 
organization every day. 

Relationship, 
Membership, 
Engagement
Nurture an inclusive, 
engaged community. 
Involve others in 
decisions affecting 
them. 

Education
Provide dynamic, 
relevant educational 
experiences. 

Neuroscience 
Expertise or 
Influence
Represent and 
advocate for 
neuroscience health. 

Finance
Sustain a vibrant, 
service-minded 
organization. 
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AANN COLLABORATED WITH 33 
ADVOCACY AND PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IN 2017. 
Agnes Marshall Walker Foundation 
(AMWF)

American Academy of Neurology (AAN)

American Association of 
Neurological Surgeons (AANS)

American Board of Neuroscience 
Nursing (ABNN)

American Brain Coalition (ABC)

American Epilepsy Society (AES)

American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association (AHA/
ASA)

American Nurses Association (ANA)

American Psychiatric Nurses 
Association (APNA)

Brain Attack Coalition (BAC)

Canadian Neuroscience Nurses 
Association (CNA)

Congress of Neurological Surgeons 
(CNS)

Council of State Neurosurgical 
Societies (CSNS)

Epilepsy Foundation 

Hospice & Palliative Care Nurses 
Association (HPNA)

International Stroke Conference (ISC)

Joining Forces Initiative

National Aphasia Awareness Month

National Institute of Neurologic 
Disorders & Stroke (NINDS)

National Quality Foundation (NQF)

National Student Nurses Association 
(NSNA)

Neuro Critical Care Society (NCS)

Neuroscience Business Summit

The Nursing Community

Nursing Organization Alliance (NOA)

Oncology Nurses Society (ONS)

Organ Donation & Transplantation 
Alliance

Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI)

Society for Neuroscience (SfN)

Think First

Veterans Administration Epilepsy 
Centers of Excellence (VA ECoE)

World Federation of Neuroscience 
Nurses (WFNN)

World Parkinson Coalition (WPC)

This was the first time I attended this 
conference. It was truly the best 

conference, and I learned the most of all the 
conferences that I have been to for the past 5 
years. It will be my educational conference of 
choice from now on!”

—Annual Meeting attendee

JOURNAL OF 
NEUROSCIENCE NURSING

0.642  impact factor

5,664  individual print subscribers

87  institutional print subscribers

3,622  institutional digital subscriptions

56,987  unique website visits

6,396  CE tests taken

50TH ANNUAL 
EDUCATIONAL MEETING 
The AANN 50th Annual Meeting was held at 
the Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina in San 
Diego, CA, March 17–20, 2018. More than 1,000 
neuroscience professionals gathered to share 
research and clinical best practices. Attendees 
were able to earn up to 35 CE credits. 

1,040  participants in the 50th AANN 
Annual Educational Meeting

35  maximum hours of CE one 
attendee could have earned

97  educational sessions to 
choose from

62  exhibitors

1968 2018

CELEBRATING

years of 

AANN
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AANN BY THE NUMBERS

n PRIMARY POSITION

n PRIMARY SPECIALTY

Staff Nurse
56%

None of
 the above

8%

Student 1%

Advanced 
Practice Nurse

4%

Administrator
7%

Clinical Educator
6%

Clinical Nurse 
Specialist

6%
Consultant 1%

Instructor 0%

Nurse 
Practitioner

4%

Researcher 1%

Case Manager 1%

Faculty 1%

Stroke
53%

Other
17%

Movement Disorders 1%
Geriatric 1%

Epilepsy 3%

Neurotauma
14%

Spine 5%

Pediatrics 3%

Neoromuscular 1%
Neoro-Oncology 2%

6,272  
Facebook page likes

844 
Twitter followers 

7 
Special Focus Groups 
(SFGs)

31%  
of AANN members involved 
in at least one SFG

More than 120 

members serving on 19 

committees
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We were in good financial standing at the end of 2017 with 6.5 
months in reserve. We will continue to maintain the reserves so 
we can invest in special projects. We also are committed to using 
our reserves to invest in educational programs, like the LMS, to 
better serve our members. 

Operating revenue for the year was $3.2 million dollars, and 
operating expenses for the year totaled $2.2 million. AANN ended 
with a positive bottom line, even after investing in the LMS and 
generating lower profit than expected on advertising, the meeting, 
and product revenue. 

Assets continue their upward trend, and in 2017, we ended the 
year with more than 1.2 million dollars in net assets. 

AANN’s finances are healthy and we continue to plan for the 
future. You can be assured that the board always will act in the 
best interest of our members.

These figures represent AANN’s financial activity for 2017.

FINANCE

n OPERATING TRENDS

$2,400,000

$2,200,000

$2,000,000

$1,800,000

$1,600,000

$1,400,000

$1,200,000

$1,000,000
2011        2012        2013        2014         2015        2016

Revenue Expense

 n OPERATING EXPENSES

n NET ASSETS n REVENUE SOURCES

$0

$300,000

$600,000

$900,000

$1,200,000

$1,500,000

2013              2014              2015              2016               2017

$632,080
$690,011

$874,606

$1,057,665

$1,208,213

6%
JNN/Newsletter 
Publication

47%
Stroke Care & 
Annual Conference

11%
Educational 
Programs/
Products

18%
Membership

18%
Board/Administrative

8%
JNN/Newsletter 
Publication

48%
Stroke Care & 
Annual Conference

11%
Educational 
Programs/
Products

33%
Membership
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AMERICAN BOARD OF NEUROSCIENCE NURSING  
(ABNN) REPORT

2017 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT
Henry Teplicki, MSN RN CNRN SCRN LNC

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Christina Taylor, MSN RN CCRN SCRN

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Lori Rhudy, RN ACNS-BC CNRN

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Shannon Stone, MSN RN CCRN SCRN NEA-BC 

TRUSTEES
Chris Szabo, PhD RN CCRN CNRN
Julie Hilsenbeck, RN CNRN DNS
Norma McNair, PhD RN ACNS-BC CNRN SCRN FAHA

PUBLIC MEMBER
Joy Redmon, JD

AANN BOARD LIAISON
Cindy Sullivan, MN ANP-C CNRN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Joan Kram, MBA RN CAE FACHE

2017 CNRN DATA

 344  221 72% 64% 4,600
 applicants  new CNRNs average pass rate recertification rate total certificants

ABNN MISSION
To advance neuroscience nurses’ practice and contributions to 
neurological health through certification of registered nurses

ABNN VISION
Every person with neurological health needs will receive  
excellent care from ABNN-certified registered nurses.

Celebrating the 40th anniversary of the CNRN credential

2017 SCRN DATA

 1,151 734 73% 3,758
 applicants new SCRNs average pass rate total certificants

Not Pictured: Shannon Stone, Norma McNair, and Cindy Sullivan
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AGNES MARSHALL WALKER FOUNDATION  
(AMWF) REPORT

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Mona Stecker, DNP NP-BC CNRN SCRN

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Lynn Hundley, MSN APRN RN ANVP CCNS CNRN

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Linda Littlejohns, MSN RN CCRN CNRN FAAN

Sarah Spencer, BSN RN CNRN

Christina Taylor, MSN RN CCRN SCRN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Leah Zamora, CAE

AMWF MISSION
Supporting neuroscience nursing through education,  
research, professional development, and certification  

to promote excellence in patient care

AMWF GRANTS BY THE NUMBERS

2 1 4 11 5
recertification 

grants
research grant 2015 AANN Advances in Stroke 

Care Conference travel grants 
2015 AANN Annual 

Meeting travel grants
certification 

grants

2015

Founded in March2013

1 1 2 2 12
certification  

grant
recertification 

grant
research  

grants
2016 AANN Advances in Stroke 
Care Conference travel grants

2016 AANN Annual 
Meeting travel grants

2016

5 2 1 4 14 5
certification 

grants
recertification 

grants
research 

grants
2017 AANN Advances in 
Stroke Care Conference 

travel grants

2017 AANN 
Annual Meeting 

travel grants

WFNN 12th 
Quadrennial Congress 

Travel Grants

2017
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PLATINUM  |  $1,000 AND ABOVE

 

Anonymous

DaiWai M. Olson

Mona Stecker

GOLD  |  $500–$999
Michele M. Grigaitis                   Joan Kram                   Linda Littlejohns                   Michelle Van Demark                   MoKan Blues Chapter

SILVER  |  $200–$499
Joanne V. Hickey

Twyila Lay

Lori Kennedy Madden

Rachel D. Malloy

Virginia Prendergast

Rocky Mountain Chapter

Southern Nevada Chapter

Roberta M. Stewart

Andrea L. Strayer

Deborah Summers

Triangle Chapter

BRONZE  |  $50–$199
Cheryl L. Abbott

Christie Artuso

Cynthia A. Bautista

The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Tracy Anne Broomhead

Amy Cheung-Taylor

Pegeen Mary O Connell

Boni Jo Demaree

Linda S. Dempsey

Lorraine B. Fields

Edith Renee Friend

A Fund of the American Online 
Giving Foundation

Loretta Gould

Lourdes Januszewicz

Patricia C. Lane

Gloria Mahalage

Kristel McGhee

Norma D. McNair

Amanda Morgan

Pamela J. Nye

Martina M. Patricio

Kelly Podkowa

Karen Smith

Sarah S. Spencer

Shannon Stone

Susquehanna Valley Chapter

Christina M. Szabo

Christina L. Taylor

Victoria Uche

Leah Zamora

OTHER
Yvette Dion Agbebaku

Lori Anne Augspurger

Helen Bradley

Sandra Fick

Michelle L. Gebhardt

Sarah A. Henry

Julie R. Hilsenbeck

Janet Lynn Hundley

Samantha Keener

Patricia E. Knapp

Helen Lethlean

Donna M. Lindsay

Melissa V. Moreda

Madona D. Plueger

Anita W. Rothwell

Vivian Ruiz-Howard

Stacy L. Smith

Melissa Varns

Nancy E. Villanueva

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED TO AMWF IN 2017.  
WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF NEUROSCIENCE EDUCATION.
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CERTIFICATION
Michael Jankowski

Tara Jennings

Sarah Manley

Deanne Nehring

Leatrice Williams

RECERTIFICATION
LaBrentha Lonon

Jennifer Sulanke

RESEARCH 
Marianne Beare

AANN STROKE 
CONFERENCE TRAVEL 
GRANT 
Jill Belmont

Payl Bhakta

Cynthia Cimini

Maryellen Favata

Sara Gray

Lolita Kazaryants

Angela Rheal

WFNN TRAVEL GRANT
Erin Fecske

Anna Romero

Heidi Schneider

Charity Tan

Haley Trantham-Day

ANNUAL MEETING TRAVEL 
GRANT 
Pamela Delano

Evelyn Dickey-White

Kathryn Funk

Ariel Gilbert

Samantha Keener

Yvette Michel

Jennifer Morris

Pamela Newland

Polly Pickett

Irina Rebello

Stacey Smith

Heather Stinnett

Sarah Suggs

Michele Wagner

2017 AMWF 
GRANT 
RECIPIENTS

More than $20,000 in grants 

were awarded by AMWF in 2017.
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JNN WRITING  
EXCELLENCE AWARD
Megan Moyer, MSN ACNP-
BC CNRN

JNN NOVICE WRITER 
AWARD
Jennifer Wessol, BSN RN 
CCRN-CMC CNRN

EXCELLENCE IN  
ADVANCED PRACTICE 
NURSING
Stacie Crain, MSN FNP-BC

AWARDS

FRIEND OF ABNN
Women’s Board of the Barrow Neurological Foundation

The following award recipients were honored at the 50th Annual Educational Meeting for their contributions to and 
influence in advancing neuroscience nursing. 

OUTSTANDING CHAPTER
Peachtree Atlanta Chapter 
of AANN

EXCELLENCE IN CLINICAL 
PATIENT CARE
Laura Boger, BSN RN SCRN

EXCELLENCE IN  
NEUROSCIENCE  
EDUCATION
Hilaire Thompson, PhD 
ARNP AGACNP-BC CNRN 
FAAN

RISING STAR IN CLINICAL 
PRACTICE AWARD
Sydney Trotter, RN BSN

ABNN CERTIFICANT OF THE 
YEAR
Polly Brune, BSN RN CNRN

MARY DECKER 
MENTORSHIP

May Casazza, MSN ACPCP 
CNRN



12

12

ANNUAL MEETING PLANNING 
COMMITTEE
Committee Chair: Hope Moser
Co-Chair: Tanvi Bhakta
Board Liaison: Debbie Summers
Members:
Diana Connell
Erin Fecske
Marguerite Rowell
Carla M. Salazar

POSTERS
Chair: Tanvi Bhakta
Members:
Rory Breslin
Jo-Ann Burns
Angela Collins
Kristel McGhee
Michael Rogers 
Willard Wilson Will 

50TH ANNIVERSARY TASK FORCE
Co-Chair: Cindy Blank-Reid
Co-Chair: Bobbi Stewart
Board Liaison: Twyila Lay
Members:
Jan Hinkle
Megan Keiser
Laurie Paletz
Hilaire Thompson

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE
Chair: Catherine Deutsch
Co-Chair: Lawrence Chyall
Board Liaison Jan–Oct 2017:  
Lori Kennedy Madden
Board Liaison Nov 2017–Present:  
Rachel Malloy
Members:
Elizabeth Awuah
Ebonye Green
Michele Grigaitis
Carrie Hundley
Kathy Morrison
Ambre Lachelle Pownall

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION/
AMERICAN STROKE ASSOCIATION
Liaisons:
Mary Amatangelo
Daiwai Olson
Debbie Summers

ANA MORAL RESILIENCE 
ADVISORY PROFESSIONAL ISSUES 
PANEL
Debra Hanna 
Li-Chen Lin
Mary Reed

AWARDS COMMITTEE
Chair: Staci Reynolds
Co-Chair: Rebecca Holso 
Board Liaison: Christie Artuso
Members: 
Lorin Daniels 
Cynthia Steffen
Belinda S. Wallbank
Loretta Webb

BRAIN ATTACK COALITION
Representative: Jalil Bentaleb

CHAPTERS
Facilitator: Megan Clark
Co-Facilitator: David Hackett
Board Liaison: Rachel Malloy

CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES 
EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor: Sarah Livesay 
Board Liaison: Lynn Hundley
Editorial Board Members:
Sheila Alexander
Helen Coronel
Donna Hunt
Molly McNett 
Kimberly Meyer
Lori Rhudy
Angela Starkweather

EDUCATION APPROVER 
COMMITTEE
Chair: Marilyn Ricci
Co-Chair: Malissa Mulkey
Board Liaison: Mary Guanci
Members:
Susan Alderman
Katherine Balkema
Susan Bell
Dorri Bierley
Danielle Brown
Gladys Campbell 
Angela Smith Collins-Yoder
Erin Conahan
Pamela Delano
Karen Ellmers
Leslie Goddard
Susan Gordon
Carrie Hundley
Stephanie Koonz
Judi Kuric
Salma Mansour
Connie McCarter
Melissa Richardson
Kristina Trautman
Sheri Wilson

EDUCATION PROVIDER 
COMMITTEE
Chair: Tracey Berlin
Co-Chair: Claranne Mathiesen
Board Liaison: Mary Guanci
Planning Chair: Hope Moser
CPG Editor: Sarah Livesay
LMS: Mary King
Fall Conference Chair: Sarah Strzalka 
Member: Cynthia Murphy 
Ad Hoc Member: Misti Tuppeny

EPILEPSY FOUNDATION/CDC 
COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE 
COLLABORATION: IMPROVING 
EDUCATION, AWARENESS, AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE
AANN Representative: Madona Plueger

AANN THANKS ITS VOLUNTEERS 
WHO GENEROUSLY LEND THEIR TIME AND TALENTS.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chair/Secretary/Treasurer: Sandi Brettler
Members:
Twyila Lay
Lori Kennedy Madden
Andrea Strayer
Michelle Vandemark
Nancy Villanueva

HYDROCEPHALUS ASSOCIATION
AANN Representative: Christie DeLemos

JNN EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor: DaiWai Olson
Board Liaison: Christie Artuso
Editorial Board Members:
Claudia Beal
Cathy Cartwright 
Elaine Kopp
Molly McNett
Pamela Newland
Madona Plueger
Gina Remington
Chris Szabo

MEDICARE ACCESS & CHIP 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2015 
(MACRA)
AANN Representative to the 
Neuropsychiatric Clinical Subcommittee 
Cost Measures Group: 
Pat Lane

NATIONAL BLACK NURSES 
ASSOCIATION
AANN Representative: Pat Lane

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair: Cathy Cartwright
Board Liaison: Cindy Sullivan
Members: 
Carey Heck
Megan Keiser
Kim Warren
Jennifer Wessol

CLINICAL SCIENCE: EVIDENCE 
BASED PRACTICE, QUALITY 
IMPROVEMENT, AND RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE
Chair: Joanne Hickey
Board Liaison: Lori Kennedy Madden
Members: 
Lisa Duffy
Janice Hinkle
Virginia Prendergast
Lori Rhudy
Cindy Sullivan
Nancy Villanueva

SCOPE & STANDARDS TASK FORCE
Chair: Jan Hinkle 
Board Liaison: Lori Kennedy Madden
Members:
Sarah Andrews
Sue Bell
Joan Censullo
Daphny Grace Peneza
Catherine Lang
Malissa Mulkey
Ambre Pownall
Bridget Solomon Larson
Deborah Tran
Misty Tuppeny

SPECIAL FOCUS GROUP (SFG) 
FACILITATORS
Chair: Gary Smith
Co-Chair: Lorraine Newborn-Palmer
Board Liaison: Debbie Summers
Epilepsy
Kimberly Slater
Noelle Stewart
Pediatric
Erin Fecske
Claire Reilly-Shapiro
Spine
Teresita DeVera
Christy Gomez
Neurotrauma
Betty Awuah
Jean Pruitt

Neuromuscular/Movement Disorders
Alicia Duyvejonck
Heidi Maloni
Stroke
Nancy Jackson
Theresa Maloney
Neuro-Oncology
Estelle Doris
Marilyn Reed

WORLD FEDERATION OF 
NEUROSCIENCE NURSES (WFNN)
President: Christi DeLemos
Vice President: Vicki Evans
Secretary/Treasurer: Dawn Tymianski
AANN Liaison: Cindy Bautista, PhD RN 
CNRN

ABNN CNRN TEST DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Chair: Suzy Walter
Co-Chair: Karen Schieman
ABNN Board Liaison: Julie Hilsenbeck
Members: 
Amy Heyden
Faith Hunt
Erin Kennedy
Heidi Maloni
Malissa Mulkey
Snyder John Tabbilos

ABNN SCRN TEST DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Chair: Angela Whitmer
Co-Chair: Jeanie Luciano
ABNN Board Liaison: Chris Szabo
Members: 
Nicole Burnett
Erin Conahan
Angela Hawkins
Timothy Hehr
Jennifer Henry
Valerie Lyttle

AANN THANKS ITS VOLUNTEERS 
WHO GENEROUSLY LEND THEIR TIME AND TALENTS.


