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AANN Epilepsy Seizure Ready Innovation Award 
Every Minute Counts
Purpose:
The AANN Epilepsy Seizure Ready Innovation Award recognizes and elevates the critical role of seizure action plans (SAPs) in improving the care and outcomes of adults living with epilepsy. Treatment action plans often referred to as seizure action or emergency plans provide essential guidance on managing acute seizures and ensuring that individuals witnessing a seizure can respond effectively and appropriately. Across many chronic conditions, similar action plans have been successfully integrated into care models, resulting in improved clinical outcomes, enhanced quality of life, and more efficient use of healthcare resources.
Despite these demonstrated benefits, seizure action plans remain underutilized in adult epilepsy care compared to pediatric settings. Barriers include limited recognition of their importance within comprehensive medical management, lack of standardized approaches for development and education, and minimal documentation on effective strategies for implementation and communication to patients’ support networks.
This award seeks to address these gaps by recognizing neuroscience nurses and care teams who are leading innovative efforts to expand the use of seizure action plans for adults with epilepsy. Specifically, the award honors individuals or organizations that have significantly increased the adoption of current, individualized SAPs and developed effective methods to communicate these plans to key support networks in home, community, educational, and workplace settings.
Through this recognition, AANN aims to promote best practices, encourage innovation, and advance the integration of seizure action plans into adult epilepsy care ultimately improving patient safety, empowering support networks, and enhancing overall health outcomes.
Eligibility:
The Every Minute Counts Award is awarded to an AANN member (individual or facility) with an RN practicing in an Advanced Practice role in neuroscience nursing. Advanced Practice role as defined by ANA includes the roles of Clinical Nurse Specialist, Nurse Practitioner, Midwife, and Nurse Anesthetist. Self-nominations are permitted. 
Individuals not eligible for this award include:
· Current members of the AANN, ABNN, or AMWF Board of Directors
· Recipients of any AANN award within the last 2 years

Criteria: 
1. Nominee must be a current AANN member. 
2. Only nominations that meet eligibility requirements will be considered.
3. The nominee, whether an individual or facility, should have helped increase the number of adults with a current seizure action plan, which dated yearly or after major life changes.
4. Documentation should demonstrate best practices that individuals have the resources to share their seizure action plan with their support network or community.
5. Documentation on best practice for following up with the patient on how the seizure action plan is used should be included.
6. The nominee or facility’s involvement in the activity’s success should be clearly demonstrated.
7. This contribution needs to be significant in terms of scale, impact, duration, commitment, originality, or innovation.
8. All applications will be evaluated by the AANN Awards Committee.
9. The award will be presented at the AANN Annual Conference.
Award Recognition: 
The award winner will receive a monetary award of $5,000, of which $590 will be applied toward the meeting registration fee. Remaining funds may be used toward travel and related expenses to attend the AANN Neuroscience Nursing Annual Conference, where the award will be presented.
If the recipient is already receiving complimentary registration through their role as a Past President or service on another committee, the monetary award will not be reduced by the registration amount.
This award is non-transferable. Any remaining funds are to be used to support work advancing seizure action plans for adults.

A certificate noting the award will be provided to the recipient. 
Information concerning the award winner may be published by AANN in their journal, newsletter, social media channels, and on the website. 



AANN Epilepsy Seizure Ready Innovation Award Application
Due Friday, October 30, 2026
Instructions: Complete all sections. Respect noted word limits. Supporting documentation is limited to 3 pages total.
Nominee Information (Limit: N/A)
Provide basic information about the nominee and nominator.
Nominee Type: ☐ Individual ☐ Facility
Nominee Name:
Title/Role (if individual):
Organization/Facility Name:
Address:
Email:
Phone:
AANN Member Status: ☐ Yes ☐ No
Nominator Name (if different):
Relationship to Nominee:
Executive Summary (Limit: 150-200 words)
Provide a concise summary of the nominee’s contribution to advancing seizure action plans (SAPs) for adults.
· What was implemented? 
· Who was impacted? 
· What makes this effort notable or innovative?
	Enter response here...



Project Description & Background (Limit: 250 words)
Describe the context, need, and barriers addressed in adult epilepsy care.
	Enter response here...



Increasing Access to SAPs (Limit: 250 words)
Explain how the initiative increased the number of adults with current seizure action plans.
	Enter response here...



Communication Strategies (Limit: 200 words)
Describe how SAPs are shared with patients’ support networks.
	Enter response here...



Follow-Up Practices (Limit: 200 words)
Explain how SAP use is monitored and evaluated over time.
	Enter response here...



Impact & Outcomes (Limit: 250 words)
Provide measurable outcomes and demonstrate scale and sustainability.
	Enter response here...



Leadership Role (Limit: 200 words)
Describe the nominee’s direct involvement and leadership in the initiative.
	Enter response here...



Innovation & Best Practices (Limit: 200 words)
Highlight novel approaches and replicable practices.
	Enter response here...



Supporting Evidence (Limit: 3 pages)
Attach up to 3 pages of supporting materials.
Certification
	Signature
	Date

	
	


Submit the application and supporting documents by Friday, October 30, 2026, to info@aann.org. 
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