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The American Association of Neuroscience Nurses (AANN), the American Board of 
Neuroscience Nursing (ABNN), and the Agnes Marshall Walker Foundation (AMWF) 
present the 2024 Annual Report. As a tri-board, AANN, ABNN, and AMWF work 
collaboratively to advance the science and practice of neuroscience nursing.  
AANN is the membership organization you can turn to for education and professional 
development; ABNN oversees the Certified Neuroscience Registered Nurse (CNRN®)  
and Stroke Certified Registered Nurse (SCRN®) certification programs; and AMWF  
is the foundation that supports neuroscience education by offering certification, 
research, education, and conference grants. Together, AANN, ABNN, and AMWF  
are the three pillars driving neuroscience nursing excellence. 

This report highlights the tri-board’s accomplishments from March 2024 through  
March 2025 and looks at its goals for the duration of 2025. 

In March 2024, the tri-board held a strategic planning session to identify key initiatives 
to help drive the three organizations over the next several years. Some key goals 
that came out of the session focus on community, organizational development, and 
advocacy and advancement. It will continue to focus on how it can best support its 
members, certificants, and foundation supporters.

The tri-board continues to collaborate on the Tri-Board Mentorship Program, which  
is structured to provide neuroscience professionals mentoring in clinical, research,  
and educator pathways as well as career development. 

AANN and ABNN partner on key initiatives to benefit neuroscience nurses. The 
organizations are currently working on two certificate programs: a spine certificate  
and a neuroscience advanced practice provider (neuro-APP) certificate. The spine 
certificate program will provide evidence-based education specific to spine, followed by  

a post-course assessment. Contributors are finalizing the program, and it is expected to 
be available for purchase in summer 2025. The neuro-APP certificate is expected to 
be completed by the end of 2025. 

AANN and ABNN collaborated for a fourth year on the Certificate Program for the Seizure 
and Epilepsy Healthcare Professional. The certificate program equips healthcare 
professionals with the tools needed to safely care for patients with seizures and 
epilepsy. Congratulations to the more than 1,550 healthcare professionals who have 
earned either the 6- or 8-module seizure and epilepsy certificate in 2024. 

Key leaders from AANN and ABNN collaborated on a Delphi study on the essential 
components of an adult critical care neuroscience nursing orientation. Five components 
and 37 elements were agreed upon by expert consensus as a result of this study. You 
can read the article in the January/February 2025 issue of the Journal of Neuroscience 
Nursing (JNN).

Over the past year, AANN kept its mission and strategic plan in mind and focused on 
membership and engagement, education, and advocacy. AANN met your call for more 
education with several in-person and virtual events. 

• The Advances in Stroke Care Conference was held in Houston, TX, in August 2024.
• The AANN Amplify: A Virtual Symposium on anatomy and assessment and seizure 

and epilepsy was held for the second time in September 2024. 
• The Virtual International Neuroscience Nursing Research Symposium (INNRS)  

was held in January 2025. 
• The Neuro-APP Symposium and Annual Conference were held in March 2025  

in New Orleans, LA. 

https://aann.org/career-development/spine-certificate-program
https://aann.org/career-development/neuro-app-certificate-program
https://aann.org/career-development/epilepsy-certificate-program
https://aann.org/career-development/epilepsy-certificate-program
https://journals.lww.com/jnnonline/abstract/2025/02000/the_essential_components_of_adult_critical_care.3.aspx


The Clinical Practice Guidelines Editorial Board released guidelines on spine surgery 
in January 2025 and is working on updating the movement disorders, brain tumor, 
subarachnoid hemorrhage, and traumatic brain injury guidelines over this next year.

AANN had two exciting publication releases this past year. In August 2024, AANN in 
collaboration with the American Nurses Association published the fourth edition of the 
Neuroscience Nursing: Scope and Standards of Practice book. The new edition provides 
details related to the neuroscience nurse’s application of the Code of Ethics for Nurses 
and includes a new standard on advocacy. In January 2025, AANN also made the seventh 
edition of the AANN Core Curriculum of Neuroscience Nursing available for digital 
download. You can purchase individual chapters or the full text. Purchasing individual 
chapters is perfect for those who want a refresher in a certain area or those who  
want to study specific topics for the CNRN exam. You can still purchase the traditional 
print book in the online store too.

In May, AANN launched the Nurses in the Media program. Thank you to AANN 
Secretary/Treasurer Rachel Malloy for creating this unique program. The Nurses  
in the Media program discusses the uses and benefits of nurses in the media, reviews 
the necessary media skills, and guides the development of messaging for media 
engagement. Participants can earn 3 CE contact hours by completing the course and 
evaluation. This is the only media competency training program made specifically 
for neuroscience nurses! AMWF offers a grant to cover the course registration, and 
applications are accepted on a rolling basis.

The Journal of Neuroscience Nursing received a 1.5 impact factor. Dr. Lori Rhudy 
completed her second year as associate editor, and the journal was recognized  

as a top journal at the International Academy of Nursing Editors meeting. Special 
achievements from the past year include regular YouTube videos discussing new articles 
and a strategic planning session with the editorial board that was held in December 2024. 
The strategic planning session resulted in a roadmap of priorities for the journal over the 
next several years, including a focus on citations, submissions, and reach.

ABNN launched digital badges for the CNRN and SCRN certifications and the seizure and 
epilepsy certificate program in June 2024 through a partnership with Credly. Benefits 
of the digital badge include easily sharing your achievement on social media like LinkedIn, 
plus being able to securely verify your achievement and print a copy of your certificate. 
Make sure you broadcast your accomplishment!

The Hospital Registration Program is an employer program designed to help nurses earn 
certification for the neuroscience and stroke specialties. As of March 2025, there are 56 
hospitals participating. 

The CNRN program completed a job analysis study in 2024 to update the content outline 
of the exam. Thank you to everyone who completed the survey. The new, updated outline 
will go into effect for the July 2025 exam window and will be available on the ABNN website 
for reference. ABNN encourages all those planning to sit for the CNRN exam to review 
this prior to taking the exam. 

ABNN is proud to share that the SCRN certification program was successfully reaccredited 
by the Accreditation Board for Specialty Nursing Certification. Reaccreditation is required 
every 5 years to ensure that the program is in compliance with certification exam 
standards and enables exams to be accepted for Magnet status. 

https://aann.org/uploads/Publications/CPGs/AANN24_Spine_CPG_Final.pdf
https://apps.aann.org/store/product-details?productId=922259092
https://apps.aann.org/store/product-details?productId=982383009
https://apps.aann.org/store/product-details?productId=982383009
http://www.AANN.org/onlinestore
https://apps.aann.org/store/product-details?productId=898805030
https://abnncertification.org/cnrn/abnn-digital-badges-cnrn
https://abnncertification.org/hospital-registration-program
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MSN RN SCRN 

ABNN President

Kyna Seale,  
BSN RN CNRN SCRN 

AMWF President

AMWF awards grants for research, leadership, and educational pursuits. Grant recipients 
use the funds toward research, professional development, or certification to promote 
excellence in patient care.

The certification, membership, new chapter, Nurses in the Media, and certificate 
program grants are accepted on a rolling basis. AMWF also offers grants to assist 
with the registration fee or travel expenses to AANN conferences. Additionally, the AMWF 
Research Grant is awarded to a neuroscience nurse to provide financial assistance for 
neuroscience nursing research projects that address the clinical practice, educational, 
certification, or administrative dimensions of neuroscience nursing. The Linda Littlejohns 
Neuro Education Grant accepts applications in February and July each year. The 
foundation thanks everyone who donated this past year. Your support helps make the 
grant program possible. AMWF is proud to have granted more than $348,000 to more 
than 530 nurses over the past 10 years, thanks to your generosity! 

New this year: thanks to a generous donation from Steven Goins and Catherine Nelson, 
AMWF is offering a new grant for neuroscience nurses from eastern and central Oregon 
to provide financial assistance to attend the AANN Annual Conference or any American 
Nurses Credentialing Center–accredited educational program. The foundation is also 
offering two grants to attend the World Federation of Neuroscience Nurses Conference: 
one from AMWF and one sponsored by the MoKan Blues Chapter of AANN. 

The foundation raises funds to award grants throughout the year. Every year on June 
30, Agnes’s birthday, AMWF holds a day of giving. AMWF encourages everyone to 
celebrate Agnes each June 30 with a donation. 

Thank you for your continued support of AANN, ABNN, and AMWF. If you want  
to serve on a committee or task force, check the volunteer page of the NeuroNetwork.  
The tri-board invites you to get involved!

https://amwf.org/grants
https://neuronetwork.aann.org/volunteeropportunities/opportunities-list-public


COMMUNITY 
Engage social media influencers, define and publicize the role  
of neuro nurses, and organize virtual events.

ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Conduct a performance and gap analysis, enhance processes,  
standardize operations, and increase knowledge sharing.

ADVOCACY AND ADVANCEMENT 
Diversify and communicate content, increase engagement,  
promote certification and grants, and develop advocacy partners.

2024–2027 
AANN, ABNN, AND AMWF 
ENTERPRISE STRATEGIC PLAN 

The strategic plan focuses on three main goal areas: 



AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEUROSCIENCE NURSES 
2024–2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
KIMBERLY S. MEYER  
PhD ACNP-BC CNRN 

Director at Large and  
AMWF Board Liaison
JULIE SMITH  
MSN CNRN 

Director at Large  
(March 2022–July 2024)
WENDY MILLER 
 PhD RN CNS CCRN FAAN FAES 

President-Elect
ERIN FECSKE  
DNP APRN CNRN CPNP-PC FAES 

Director at Large
KATIE ARCHER  
MSN FNP-C CNRN 

Director at Large and 
ABNN Board Liaison
MICHAEL ROGERS  
BSN RN CCRN CNRN SCRN 

Immediate Past President
MONA STECKER  
DNP NP-BC CNRN SCRN 

Director at Large
KIFFON M. KEIGHER  
DNP RN ACNP-BC BSPA 

Board Mentee
ASHLEY GOMEZ  
BSN RN PCCN 

Secretary/Treasurer
RACHEL MALLOY  
DNP RN CNRN SCRN 

Director at Large
JULIE PENNY  
DNP RN CCRN SCRN CNE-cl 

Executive Director
LEAH ZAMORA  
CAE



DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION STATEMENT
AANN represents a diverse population of nurses pursuing excellence in neuroscience 
practice. Our organization is strengthened by our support of members regardless 
of race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, religion, age, sexual orientation, disability, 
or life experiences. It is through inclusion that we foster and respect the diverse 
ideas, opinions, and thoughts that ensure that AANN will continue to excel, innovate, 
and encourage learning and leadership. Embracing and celebrating our differences 
through diversity and inclusion ensures an environment of respect and engagement 
that will contribute to the growth and viability of the AANN organization.

MISSION
AANN leads neuroscience health through  
engagement, education, and advocacy.

VISION
AANN is indispensable to nurses and neuroscience health care.



FINANCIALS

2024 OPERATING TRENDS 2024 NET ASSETS

REVENUE EXPENSE
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FINANCIALS
CONTINUED
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AMERICAN BOARD OF  NEUROSCIENCE  NURSING
2024–2025 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

President
SAMANTHA ORR  
MSN RN SCRN 

Trustee
ELLEN AHLERSMEYER 
DNP RN CNRN 

Trustee
ESTIER SAYEGH  
MBA BSN RN PCCN CCRN CNRN NEA-BC

President-Elect
REBECCA A. BANAT  
MSN/Ed RN ONC CNRN CWC FACHE 

Trustee
KATY BROWN  
RN SCRN 

Public Member
TERRY RIGDON 

Immediate Past President
MARIANNE BEARE VYAS  
PhD RN ANP-BC CNRN 

Trustee
LAWRENCE GEORGIANA  
MSN RN CCRN SCRN 

Board Mentee
BRIANNE HOLBECK  
MSN RN CCRN CNRN SCRN 

Secretary/Treasurer and  
AMWF Board Liaison
CAREY HECK  
PhD CRNP AGACNP-BC CCRN CNRN 

Trustee 
CINDY GUEDE  
MSN APRN AGCNS-BC CNRN 

Trustee and AANN Board Liaison 
MICHAEL ROGERS  
BSN RN CCRN CNRN SCRN

Executive Director
LEAH ZAMORA  
CAE



MISSION
To promote and advance the practice  
of neuroscience nursing through  
specialty certification

VISION
Every person with neurological health 
needs will receive care from ABNN-certified 
registered nurses.



2024 CNRN DATA

41
retired  
CNRNs

3,659
total certificants

181
new CNRNs

513
recertified  

CNRNs

57% 
recertification 

rate

347
applicants

10
alumnus  
CNRNs



2024 SCRN DATA

932
new SCRNs

1,470
applicants

754
recertified 

SCRNs

7,143
total certificants

52%
recertification 

rate

16
alumnus  
SCRNs

15
retired  
SCRNs



2024 SEIZURE AND EPILEPSY 
C E R T I F I C A T E  P R O G R A M  D A T A

55
6-module  
program  

completions

1,504
8-module  
program  

completions

3,583
total certificate  

holders



A G N E S  M A R S H A L L  W A L K E R  F O U N D A T I O N 
2024–2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
KYNA SEALE  
BSN RN CNRN SCRN 

Director at Large and  
AANN Board Liaison
JULIE SMITH  
MSN CNRN 

Executive Director
MEREDITH NICHOLS  
IOM CAE

Secretary/Treasurer
MADONA PLUEGER  
MSN APRN ACNS-BC CNRN FAES 

Director at Large and  
ABNN Board Liaison
CAREY HECK  
PhD CRNP AGACNP-BC 
CCRN CNRN 

Director at Large
TRACEY BERLIN 
 MSN-Ed RN CNRN CCRN 

Director at Large
PATRICIA LANE  
MBA BSN SCRN FAAN 



MISSION
Supporting neuroscience nursing through education, 
research, professional development, and certification 
to promote excellence in patient care



“The AMWF grant gave me the opportunity to attend the 
Advances in Stroke Care Conference in Louisville as an 
attendee and [a] presenter. Receiving the AMWF grant, I was 
able to share our organization’s collaborative work between 
our EMS agency and emergency department and how we 
were able to break down the silos and work collaboratively as 
one to achieve better outcomes for the stroke population. The 
collaboration has shown to benefit our community members.”
– Angie M. Moscho, MSN RN SCRN

“The AMWF grant was a transformative milestone in my 
journey as a neuroscience nurse. AANN and AMWF have been 
far more than platforms for professional development; they 
embodied the realization of a dream and a profound source  
of inspiration to encourage others to follow similar paths.  
I am profoundly grateful for the impact this opportunity has  
had on my career and for the chance to contribute to the 
growth of a new generation of neuroscience nurses.”
– Priscila de Medeiros, PhD

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO DONATED TO AMWF IN 2024
We appreciate your generous support of neuroscience education. Your donations make 
an impact in the professional development of neuroscience and stroke nurses. 



AMWF SUPPORTERS

PLATINUM ($1,000+)
Anonymous

Michele Grigaitis-Reyes

Pat Lane  
in honor of all past presidents of AANN,  

in honor of Barb Mancini,  
in memory of Lynn Hundley,  

in honor of the Nurses in the Media Grant

DaiWai Olson

Patricia Ruiz-Pronick

Southeast Texas Chapter of AANN

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT
American Board of Neuroscience Nursing Integra Foundation JNN publisher Wolters Kluwer

GOLD ($500–$999)
Carrie Fountain Lourdes Januszewicz Rachel Malloy

SILVER ($200–$499)
Joanne Hickey Julie Smith



AMWF SUPPORTERS
CONTINUED

BRONZE ($50–$199)
Ellen Ahlersmeyer

Rebecca Banat

Sarah Beam

Tracey Berlin  
in memory of Agnes Marshall Walker

Sandi Brettler  
in honor of my mentor Kristine Kuzma

Marie Anne Buenvenida

Mimi Callanan

Melissa Caylor

Erin Conahan  
in memory of Lynn Hundley 

James Doggett

Patricia Durham

Erin Fecske

Ashley Gomez

Ebonye Green

Cynthia Guede

Rosa Hart  
in memory of Lynn Hundley 

Carey Heck 

Cynthia John

Kiffon Keigher

Lori Kennedy

Lisa Klein

Lucy Lomeli

Margeaux Long

Norma McNair

Molly Misuraca

Atsuko Miyajima

Missy Moreda  
in honor of all those connected by the  

synapses of neuroscience nursing

Amber Morgan 

Christine Picinich

Madona Plueger  
in honor of neuroscience nurses

Kelly Podkowa

Karen Principe

Shereena Sorrell-Whitaker

Mona Stecker  
in memory of Eileen Krubitzer

Andrea Strayer

Tim Tipka

Erin Tucker

Marianne Beare Vyas  
in honor of Barb Mancini



AMWF SUPPORTERS
CONTINUED

SUPPORTERS ($1–$49)
Tirsit Abebe

Ronald F. Adams Jr.

Robert Deering

Rebekah Detrinidad

Mary Alice Dunn

Kendall Felix

Jaclyn Garcia

Sandra Gartner 

Anndee Glick

Ellen Harvey

Tram James

Sarah Keller  
in honor of Amy Beller, BSN RN CMSRN SCRN

Lesley Kirkendall

Kathy Lynn Lennon

Melissa List

Rong Lu

Karen Marcoux

Jennifer Mayo

Veronica McEvoy

Elise Mincke  
in honor of Diane Mortimer,  

outstanding mentor

Tanya Murray

Glimbert Escobar Orteza  
in memory of Carmelita Orteza 

Sandra Parker

Lana M. Pasek

Stephanie Perkins

Paul Polizzi

Sue Pugh

Kamini Ragnath

Jessica Ray

Sara Robinson

Toni Rougeou

Stephen De Asis Sa-onoy

Taneicie Sabb

Katie Sarkis

Varsha Singh

Sarah S. Spencer

Aileen Staller

Donna M. Starsiak

Joanne Sullivan

Leonardo Joseph Tarulli

Jane Templonuevo

Cynthia West



AWARD WINNERS

JNN Writing Excellence Award
JOSEPH FETTA  

PhD RN CNRN 

JNN Novice Writer Award
FIONA SMITH  

MS BSN RN SCRN NI-BC CPAN CAPM

Mary Decker  
Mentorship Award

FRANCINE MCGROTTY  
BSN RN SCRN

Excellence in Advanced  
Practice Nursing Award

EBONYE GREEN  
DNP APRN ACNPC-AG CNRN SCRN FNCS

Team Harmony Award
CHRISTUS CHILDREN’S EPILEPSY 

MONITORING UNIT 
Nominated by Dr. Barbara Vazquez

Excellence in Neuroscience 
Education Award

KATHERINE M. SPIERING  
MSN RN CNRN

ABNN Certificant  
of the Year Award

TINA RESSER  
MSN ACNP-BC FNP-BC CNRN

Excellence in Clinical Patient 
Care Award

CAROLINE BELLO  
RN CCRN CNRN SCRN

Tina Resser and ABNN President Samantha Orr

Caroline Bello and AANN President Kimberly Meyer



AMWF GRANT RECIPIENTS

CNRN OR SCRN CERTIFICATION GRANT
Ruperto Asesor 
Melissa Bradley 
Kathryn Butler 
Kimberlie Clarke 
Lisa Marie de Dios 
Elizabeth Dudding 

Andrea Falcon 
Samantha Samulevich Fields 
Sara Green 
Joanna Hall 
Kendle Hargrave 
Donnel Jones 

Marie Krochmal 
Christy De Leon
Rebecca Lewis 
Katy Ann Lomeli 
John McKeever  

Bryiane Medina 
Kristie O’Glee 
Kelly Overhoff 
Marissa De La Paz
Katie Rachal

Emiko Schwab  
Sarah Szego
Abednego Tamba
Zhixuan Zhu 

RECERTIFICATION GRANT
Kristel Aoun Jolie Canata Chessie Parsons Erika Szell Jessica Vera

ADVANCES IN STROKE CARE CONFERENCE GRANT
Kathryn Butler
Chic Gabrielse 
Gina Gualberto

Michelle Hill 
Ria Kristen Jadulos 
Donnel Jones

Christy De Leon
Hayley Lineberry
Margeaux Long

Brooke Prevatte
Miranda Raubolt 

Sara Robinson
Julie Teachey

VIRTUAL INNRS GRANT
Natchaya Puemgul 

RESEARCH GRANT
Christine Picinich

AMWF awarded $41,595 in grants in 2024 and $17,025 to date in 2025.  
Since 2014, AMWF has granted more than $348,000 to more than 530 nurses!



AMWF GRANT RECIPIENTS
CONTINUED

MEMBERSHIP GRANT
Dana Banaag
Charlene Barry
Jamie Cocerham
Taylor Edelen
Carlos Garcia

Angela Harris
Imelda Hector
Heather Herod
Tisha Jones
Anna Kwak-Callen

Carol Mullaney
Terra Nutt
Michelle Nyberg
Lynette Obey

Deanna Power
Ashley Proctor
Sheena Ramazanu
Kimberly Richardson

Abigail Rodriguez 
Charles Shamoun
Ishmail Sillah
Lea Tablante

LINDA LITTLEJOHNS GRANT
Tram James Jennifer Travers  

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM FOR THE SEIZURE AND EPILEPSY HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL
Mindy Burley
Chelsea Dormevil
Denise Gonzales

Katie Lee
Kathryn McFadden
Madeleine Provost

Sheri Radomski
Rebecca Schmitz
Brandi Sharp

Jennifer Sutherland
Claire Tarter 

Bradley Torrie
Delesa Walden

NEURO-APP CONFERENCE GRANT
Kimberly LeMay

NEUROSCIENCE NURSING ANNUAL CONFERENCE GRANT
Nnedinma Agu
Rachel Campbell
Marquita Chase
Darnisha Cox

Silas Fitzgerald
Andrew Hymel
Tibebu Kebede
Christine Kleckner

Marissa Lopez
Kelly Marks
Jamie Minor
Candace Mittlesdorf

Stacey Pillsbury
Caroline Piselli
Latwunya Randall 

Megan Weisdorffer
Hailey Westmoland
Lynzie Wylie



1061 American Lane, Suite 310
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4973


